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Chief Minister Outlines PHEC’s Agenda

The pace of a country's development is inextricably linked to its educational
excellence. Unlike other development and nation-building initiatives,
education cannot be valued purely in a typical cost matrix. It must instead be
viewed as a critical long-term investment in creating an enabling
environment for unleashing and utilizing the limitless potential of a human
mind. Education gives us the potential to optimize our abilities and it is this
power of an alleviated individual that ultimately contributes to the collective
good and the creation of a greater people.

We exist in a world of knowledge-driven progress; 'knowledge economies’
and 'knowledge societies' are the buzzwords of development. Gone are the
days when natural resources and their exploitation guaranteed a nation's
survival and uninterrupted progress. Today, it is the quality of a nation's
human resource, a direct reflection of its educational excellence, that heralds
its future amongst the comity of nations and the well-being of the people.

The Punjab government is establishing the Lahore Knowledge Park as the
driving force to turn Pakistan, Punjab in particular, into South Asia's future
nodal point for a global knowledge economy. The objective of the Lahore
Knowledge Park is to develop and create linkages and synergy between the
academia and the corporate world in areas that feed into the global
knowledge industry. Tens of billions of rupees are being spent on this mega
project.

To top it all, the Punjab government has set up the Provincial Higher
Education Commission (PHEC) to promote research, improve capacity of
educational institutions, and introduce faculty development programmes.
The PHEC is playing a major role in realizing the objectives of Punjab Growth
Strategy 2018 by creating job-ready and employable workforce through
increased focus on structural and technical skills. These programmes have
already begun to show positive results.

Our nation's long-term progress and survival depends on the quality of
education provided by our universities. If we are to survive and thrive as a
successful nation then the education of our people must be a lifelong
uninterrupted process where excellence is the norm. In his typical wisdom
our own Quaid-e-Azam told us that “Education is a matter of life and death for
our nation”. No more needs to be said after this.

(This excerpt has been taken from ‘Education is the key’ written
by Chief Minister of Punjab, Mohammad Shahbaz Sharif, which
appeared in The News on 3rd June, 2016)

To top it all, the Punjab
government has set up the
Provincial Higher
Education Commission
(PHEC) to promote
research, improve capacity
of educational institutions,
and introduce faculty
development programmes.
The PHEC is playing a
major role in realizing the
objectives of Punjab
Growth Strategy 2018 by
creating job-ready and
employable workforce
through increased focus on
structural and technical
skills. These programmes
have already begun to show
positive results.
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Message from Chairperson PHEC

Itis a source of immense pleasure for me to see Punjab Higher Education Commission (PHEC) fully
prospering into a proactive and functional organization. Since its inauguration by the honorable
Chief Minister of Punjab, Mohammad Shahbaz Sharif, the Commission has achieved many
milestones in a relatively short span of time. The mandate of the Commission was to primarily
improve the quality and standard of academics of the higher education sector by promoting
research-oriented publications amongst other contemporary methods of assessment. Instead of
relying on the quantity of work, the central attention of PHEC has been essentially focused upon
restructuring and enhancing the quality of education in existing Higher Education Institutes (HEIs).

This has been done through the promotion of research, development and hosting workshops for the
training of teachers. So far, PHEC has initiated several faculty development programmes through
which foreign scholarships have been doled out to the deserving and competent faculty members of
HEIs in Punjab. Punjab Higher Education Commission has taken vital steps through Professional
Development Programmes to further the quality of teaching and research. Moreover, it has also
proposed to establish a teachers' training academy on the pattern of the Civil Services Academy,
where teachers would be rigorously trained and equipped with modern pedagogical skills. For the
promotion of culture of research, the Commission has also started arranging various seminars at
public sector institutions. These steps would certainly improve the overall interface of the HEIs in
Punjab.

Furthermore, the establishment of Student Counseling and Skill Development Centers are also in the
pipeline to incubate market-oriented and prolific skills in students graduating from HEIs. This
initiative would pave the path for students to shine within their respective areas of profession. These
proposed projects would prove that students from public sector institutions possess high
employability skills, ifthey are given an exposure to proper training and career counselling.

Hence, given the consistent pace of work and the collaborative efforts of the team at PHEC, I hope
that the Commission would achieve its pre-set targets with the necessary support from the Punjab
government.

Prof. Dr. Mohammad Nizamuddin
Chairperson
Punjab Higher Education Commission
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Editor’s Note

Greetings and awarm welcome to the firstissue of PHEC's newsletter!

PHEC has come a long way since its inauguration in May 2015, as it continues to
strive towards perfection and the attainment of its pre-set goals with a strong
conviction of efforts by its committed team. PHEC has successfully executed most
of its undertaken initiatives by putting words into action in the most literal sense.
The entire team is consistently devoted towards the smooth functioning of the
organization and the successful completion of its objectives.

The frequency of the newsletter will be quarterly. Our first issue would highlight
various events as well as initiatives undertaken by the Punjab Higher Education
Commission (PHEC) during the period of April-June 2016. It would provide a
platform to facilitate and bridge the gap between the general public and public
institutes, asitwould clearly spread awareness about PHEC's initiatives.

PHEC is consistently thriving under the phenomenal leadership of Chairperson
Prof. Dr. Mohammad Nizamuddin who is diligently leading this team towards great
heights of success. PHEC has greatly benefitted from the Chairperson's visionary
guidance in terms of a solid strategic plan to further the cause of higher education
in Punjab, asithas never witnessed before.

We are honored to share the work of so many committed people working together
asateam for the fulfillment of PHEC's remarkable initiatives.

We appreciate your supportand your feedback would be welcomed.
With warmestthanks,

Dr. Muhammad Shahid Soroya
Editor-in-Chief
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Promoting Research Culture through Foreign Post-Doctoral Fellowships
PHEC sent 35 scholars on Post-Doctoral Fellowships to technologically-advanced countries

Establishing and promoting a competitive research
culture is the need of the hour to promote higher
education in Punjab to meet international
standards. There is an acute absence of robust
culture of research within public sector universities
and colleges.

The research activities are mostly limited in their
scope. There is a dire need to revive the spirit of
research in order to promote a competitive
research culture, which can be aligned with
industrial and technological processes taking place
in various sectors of the economy.

Therefore, in the view to promote the culture of
research through educational excellence, PHEC has
recently awarded 35 grants under the Foreign Post-
Doctoral Fellowship (FPDF) program to the faculty
members of public sector colleges and universities
in Punjab.

This program was announced through electronic
and print media in Feb 2016.The fellowships are
meant to support the faculty by improving their
research and assessment skills.

The awardees will join top 200 QS ranked,
prestigious universities in Asia, Europe, Canada,

Australia, UK and USA. Some of the universities in
USA include Stanford University, Purdue
University, University of California Berkeley and
University of Florida. The universities in UK
include University of Bristol, University of
Cambridge, University of Oxford, University of
Cambridge, King's College London and various
others.

PHEC will continue to make provisions for research
grants by continuing its relentless efforts to
promote the cause of higher education in Punjab.

Enhancing Global Exposure through International Travel Grants

PHEC awarded 37 International Travel Grants to PhD scholars and faculty members

PHEC fully recognizes the importance of academic
conferences for the professional growth of faculty
and realizes the financial obstacles to faculty and
the research community in attending such events.
In this regard, PHEC offered fully-funded
International Travel Grants for presenting
research papersin conferences.

The faculty, non-teaching staff and PhD scholars of
provincially chartered public/private sector
universities of Punjab were eligible to apply for
these grants. The PHEC International Travel Grant
Program was announced through electronic and
printmediain Feb 2016.

April - June 2016

PHEC awarded thirty-seven (37) International
Travel Grants to scholars for participation in
several conferences and seminars abroad. The
participants travelled to various countries which
include Austria, Australia, China, Canada, Cyprus,
France, Germany, Greece, Italy, Japan, Malaysia,
Netherland, Poland Spain, Slovakia, Switzerland,
Singapore, Thailand, Turkey, UAE, UK and USA.
These grants have been awarded till 2" June 2016
and the application processis still ongoing.

PHEC ssstill in the process of receiving applications
on daily basis.
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Training & Workshops

Professional Development Program through Short-Term Training

PHEC trained 525 teachers of different public sector universities and colleges

The Punjab Higher Education Commission (PHEC)
conducted In-Service Short-Term Training sessions
to train 525 newly inducted university and college
faculty members. These trainings were organized
at 15 different public sector universities from 2™
May to 27" June 2016.

A group photo of participants with Chairperson PHEC Prof. Dr. M.
Nizamuddin and Vice Chancellor of GCU Dr. Hassan Amir Shah

This training program covered several diverse
topics such as andragogical skills, curriculum and
assessment techniques, designing and
implementation of effective learning methods,
communication skills and presentation skills for

effective oral presentation in the classroom
environment.

LN X3
A group photo of participants with Vice Chancellor of FJWU Prof Dr.
Samina Amin Qadar and DG PHEC Dr. M. Shahid Soroya

One such training session, funded by the Punjab
Higher Education Commission, was held at Fatima
Jinnah Women University (FJWU) Rawalpindi.
Director General (Special Initiatives) PHEC, Dr.
Muhammad Shahid Soroya, was the Chief Guest at
the closing ceremony. He highlighted the necessity
of teachers' training for effective education
dissemination in the classroom.

Capacity-building through Hands-on Training
PHEC funded workshop on SPSS & NVIVO for faculty members and researchers

The Punjab Higher Education Commission (PHEC)
funded a workshop on SPSS to develop a
comprehensive understanding of research tools
and techniques. The training course on SPSS &
NVIVO was held from 3™ to 4" June 2016 at
Government College Women University (GCWU),
Sialkot, in collaboration with PHEC.

Seventy-seven faculty members and researchers
from GCWU attended this training workshop. It

shows that there is an urge on the part of faculty

members to learn substantial and effective

research techniques for self-development. Modern
research methods form the essential rivets in
equipping researchers to make the research more
accurate and precise in terms of research
outcomes.

April - June 2016
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Cultivating Teacher's Assessment Skills

PHEC funded workshop on assessment mechanisms for young faculty members

The Punjab Higher Education Commission (PHEC)
organized a workshop on assessment mechanism
at the University of Sargodha, Bhakkar campus.
This workshop was organized for young faculty
membersin]June 2016.

The Punjab Higher Commission allocated a
substantial budget for this workshop. The aim of

the workshop was to design specific key
performance indicators to assess the performance
of teachers in the classroom and their role in the
betterment of classroom environment.

Seminars

Demystifying Trends in Literature & Linguistics

PHEC organized a seminar to create awareness regarding
linguistic national identity amongst the students

PHEC organized a seminar to create awareness
regarding linguistic national identity amongst the
students.

A seminar on “Trends in Literature and Linguistics
in Pakistan” was organized at University of
Education (UOE) on 7"April 2016 in collaboration
with the Punjab Higher Education Commission
(PHEC). PHEC's Director Human Resource
Development (HRD), Mussa Hassan, was the guest
of honour. UOE Vice Chancellor Prof. Dr. Rauf-i-
Azam chaired the seminar.

The focus of the seminar was to broaden the
horizons of English language and literature
students. They were told about Jacques Derrida's
concept of 'deconstruction’ in literature, which
suggests that the thought process of literature goes
beyond the actual text of the literary piece.
Structural experimentation in English poetry is a
visible approach seenin literature.

The spatial constructions in Pakistani English
poetry were demonstrated to enlighten the
participants about theoretical concepts of
deconstruction in literary criticism and its stylistic
modules.

April - June 2016
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Vice Chancellor UOE Prof. Dr. Rauf-i-Azam with PHEC Director HRD Mussa Hassan

Students greatly benefitted from this seminar
funded by PHEC, as they said their understanding

of literary criticism and the depths of regional
influences on language was augmented through
current themes of literature.

A group photo of faculty and participants with Director HRD Mussa Hassan
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Discussion on Higher-order Thinking Expertise

PHEC organized a seminar to promote self-evaluation of the existing examination system in Punjab

A one-day seminar was held on 21" April 2016 at
Fatima Jinnah Women University Rawalpindi in
association with Punjab Higher Education
Commission (PHEC). It was titled, “Promoting
inquiry about informed practices concerning
teaching and assessment of higher order thinking
skillsathigher educationlevel.”

The focus of the seminar was to provide an
opportunity for educationists to come together for
deliberations on the alignment of learning
outcomes, pedagogical and assessment practices in
the field of higher education. They critically
reviewed the major challenges for measuring the
performance of the students in an annual as well as
semester-wise assessment system and tried to
come up with practical suggestions for the
improvement.

In the first session of the seminar, Prof. Dr.
Mehmood-ul-Hassan Butt spoke on the extending

pedagogies to assess higher order thinking skills.
Whereas Prof. Dr. Samina Amin Qadir spoke about
the existing examination system in Pakistan and the
major challenges it had been facing. She also
discussed the avenues for academic and research
collaboration with the wider community of higher
education atthe national level.

All the speakers unanimously endorsed the view
thatanew assessment policy is the need of the hour,
which allows examinations to be expanded beyond
merely covering knowledge, as it needs to include a
competency assessment. This should include an
observation linked to the Pakistani teaching
standards.

The faculty members and educationists
appreciated the efforts of PHEC for organizing this
seminar and thanked it for providing a fresh
stimulant on vital issues being confronted by the
education sector.

Facilitating Data Analysis through Cutting-edge Tools

PHEC arranged a seminar to educate participants about statistics’ role in research

The Punjab Higher Education Commission (PHEC)
organized a seminar at Government Postgraduate
College Sahiwal, on 11" May 2016. Assistant
Director Human Resource Department PHEC,
Feroze Alam was the guest of honour.

The main focus of the seminar was to emphasize the
importance of statistics in the world of education by
enlightening participants about the crucial role of
statistics ininterdisciplinary research and how they
should use statistical packages to consolidate
empirical research findings.

Participants were also introduced to the use of SPSS
for research purposes in social sciences and its
pivotal role in making the data decodable for the
purpose of analysis in research work. The

April - June 2016

appropriate use of SPSS and other methodological
tools is necessary to get an objective understanding
ofresearch problems.

Participants attending the seminar

The participants appreciated the efforts of PHEC for
the organization of this enlightening session. The
participants were able to acquire knowledge about
the utility of statistical packages for research and
interdisciplinary research.
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Nurturing Epistemic Debate in Scientific Research

PHEC empowered teachers to reconsider epistemological foundations of qualitative research

The University of Sargodha in collaboration with
Punjab Higher Education Commission (PHEC)
organized a one-day seminar on “Epistemological
Foundations of Qualitative Research” on 30" May
2016. The chief guest of the seminar was
Chairperson PHEC, Prof. Dr. Mohammad
Nizamuddin and the guest of honour was Vice
Chancellor University of Sargodha, Prof. Dr.
Zahoorul Hassan Dogar.

The purpose of this seminar was to empower
teachers and research scholars so that they may
reconsider the epistemological foundations of
qualitative research. The seminar's main aim was
to enable social science researchers to produce
worthwhile research publications in reputed
journals.

The participants applauded the efforts of PHEC for
taking this initiative for promoting research. PHEC
hopes that the seminar significantly contributed to
the understanding of epistemological foundations
of qualitative research, as it provided a platform for
teachers and students to enhance their exposure.

A group photo of participants at the seminar

Shedding Light on Regional Studies' Subaltern Narrative

PHEC stressed upon regional studies' overbearing role in the contemporary meta-narrative of Punjab

The Punjab Higher Education Commission (PHEC)
partnered a two-day conference at Government
College University Faisalabad on “Punjab: Past &
Present” from 2™ to 3" June 2016. It was organized
atthe Department of History and Pakistan Studies.

PAsT & PRESENT [

e "

Vice Chancellor GCU Faisalabad Prof. Dr. Muhammad Ali is addressing the audience

Various historians and renowned scholars agreed
thatitisimperative for students to concentrate on

April - June 2016

regional studies to understand nuances about
their own culture, traditions, ethos, norms and
religious values.

They made it clear in their presentations that
Punjab is playing a key role in Pakistan's state of
affairs because of its regional, cultural, economic
and civilizational significance.

Participants were of the view that there is aneed to
focus on subaltern studies, which has been
previously ignored by mainstream academic
institutions and historians.

This initiative by PHEC would help in generating
students’ interest in regional and subaltern
studies. Self-awareness is crucial for
understanding identity through the study of
history.
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The speakers reiterated that the study of the
subaltern perspective is extremely essential in
modern times because the mainstream
narrative of contemporary history does not
account for the history of the common man. It
isimportant to give the common man a voice in
the public sphere otherwise they will always
remain down-trodden in their deprecatory
circumstances.

The participants thanked PHEC for this
informative session and urged PHEC to fund
such seminars in order to inculcate a sense of
awareness about history and culture.

VC GCU Faisalabad Prof. Dr. Muhammad Ali is receiving souvenir

Deliberations on Pakistan's Contemporary Socio-Economic Challenges
PHEC explored Pakistan's current predicaments and their multi-dimensional causes

A two-day international conference on
“Contemporary Pakistan” was organized at
University of Gujrat (UoG) in collaboration with
Punjab Higher Education Commission (PHEC)
from 2™ June to 3" June 2016. The aim of the
conference was to find sustainable solutions to
Pakistan's internal as well as external problems
within the currentinternational scenario.

Naiing) Conterence gy
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Speaker addressing the audience

The conference contributed towards policy
recommendations regarding important
contemporary issues faced by Pakistan. There is a
need to appreciate the constitutional history of
Pakistan by understanding that parliamentary
power has been a consistent theme in that history.

[tis necessary to understand parliamentary power
in the sense of its institutional value, which must

April - June 2016

not be compromised despite the weaknesses of the
parliamentarians as individuals. Political parties
should focus on issue-based politics with a
principled approach and recognize their own
inherent weaknesses.

Speakers discussed the importance of civil society
in the country's development process. One of the
objectives of this conference was to promote
linkages between the academia and policy-making
individuals at the provincial as well as national
level.

Vice Chancellor University of Gujrat, Prof. Dr. Zia-
ul-Qayyum, appreciated the efforts of Punjab
Higher Education Commission (PHEC) for
organizing such an enlightening conference.

Coh

‘Two-Day Intemnational Conference on

CONTEMPORARY PAKISTAN ~.

A8 e 2., 2015 @ vioen Caertacs o,

Har g ous Univrsity of Grat -

VC UOG Prof. Dr. Zia-ul-Qayyum presiding the conference
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Media Coverage of Events
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Focus on research vital for progress. Dr Nizam

Short-term training course
organised for teachers at UVAS

@ OUR CORRESPONDENT

LAHORE

“We have to focus on research in social and biological sci-
ences to boost the higher education sector,” Punjab Higher
Education Commission (PHEC) Chairperson Dr Nizamuddin
said on Monday.

He was addressing the inaugural session of a short training
course for university and college teachers.

The Centre for Educational Policy and Administration
(CEPA) of the University of Veterinary and Animal Sciences
(UVAS) Lahore organised the training in collaboration with
the PHEC.

UVAS Vice Chancellor Talat Naseer Pasha, Faculty of Bio
Sciences Dean Habibur Rehman and a large number of fac-
ulty members from the UVAS were also present.

Nizam said that it was important to adopt modern teach-
ing methodologies. “Teaching now involves technology,
multimedia, videos and documentaries. So we have to
train our faculties to keep pace with the changing trends,”
he said. He said that the PHEC had launched various initia-
tives for the uplift of colleges and universities. “In-service
short-term training of faculty members has been launched
across the province to enhance teaching and communication
skills of teachers. The PHEC is also planning to launch an
Education Research Cell.

We are also working on a plan to convert degree colleges
into community colleges,” he said.

Dr Nizam said that the veterinary science professionals
were directly involved in national development as they were
providing community services at grassroots level. He appre-
ciated the UVAS role in the development of livestock sector.

Dr Pasha appreciated the initiatives taken by the PHEC for
enhancing the capability of college and university faculty

members. “UVAS teachers are equally focused on character-
building. They are also involved in applied research and are
currently executing 85 research projects costing Rsgoo mil-
lion, The UVAS is also producing vaccines for several animal
diseases,” he said. Dr Pasha said that the university was
working in collaboration with the industry and the stake-
holders. “So far, we have organised six roundtable discus-
sions on various issues related to livestock, dairy and poultry
industries this year.

This training will enhance competency and skills of teach-
ers,” he said.He said that the objective of the current work-
shop was to equip faculty members with advanced teaching
methodologies, sound communication skills and groom
their personalities,

“Resource persons will focus on communication skills,
instructional strategies and techniques and designing and
implementation of effective learning, curriculum and as-
sessment techniques,” he said.
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Media Coverage of Events

Chairperson PHEC, Prof. Dr. Mohammad Nizamuddin, chaired the 4th International Conference on "Education in
Pakistan: Connecting Research & Practice Across Contexts" held at the University of Education Lahore.

Provincial Minister for Higher Education Begum Zakia Shahnawaz, visited Punjab Higher
Commission. Chairperson PHEC, Prof. Dr. Mohammmad Nizamuddin briefed her about
PHEC’s initiatives. Begum Zakia Shahnawaz appreciated PHEC’s efforts to promote higher
education.

Provincial Minster for Education Rana Mashood Ahmad Khan & A group photo of Chairperson PHEC with participants of faculty
Chairperson PHEC Prof. Dr. M. Nizamuddin presiding over a training program at GCU Lahore.

meeting for establishment of digital libraries and connecting class

rooms in schools.
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